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Fempereur ! " By the evening of the 4th all was
quiet again in Paris.

In the provinces, however, outbreaks had
occurred in all the big industrial centres of the south
and in the republican departments of the south-east
and south-west. Many thousands of arrests were
made by the prefects, and commissions were
despatched to sentence the prisoners. Though
many of these sentences were quashed or com-
muted, thousands of insurgents were condemned
to transportation. The severity meted out to the
Reds was in striking contrast to the President's
leniency towards the political leaders of the Right
arrested in Paris. Harsh though it was, it never-
theless compares favourably with the savage
treatment accorded by the Second and Third
Republics to their opponents in 1848 and 1871.
By l&59 aU &ad been pardoned unconditionally.
Paleologue records that years later the Empress
Eugenie remarked to her husband : " The coup
d'etat torments you like the shirt of Nessus." " I
am always thinking about it," replied the
Emperor.

A fortnight after the coup d'etat, Louis Napoleon
sought to obtain ratification of his acts by the
people. The question submitted to the plebis-
cite was : " Does the nation wish to maintain
Louis Napoleon Bonaparte in authority and to

delegate to him the necessary powers to establish
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